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The main purpose of the passage is to 

A) discuss the use of a new astronomical technique.

B) provide preliminary data about certain planets.

C) argue in favor of a controversial experiment.

D) suggest an innovative alternative to an
established scientific procedure.

The author's central claim in the passage is that 

A) TTV has enabled astronomers to determine
more accurately than before the mass of certain
planets outside of our sola:r system.

B) NASA's Kepler spacecraft provided richer data
about exoplanets than had been anticipated by
the astronomical community.

C) there are more planets outside of our solar
system with an atmosphere similar to that of
Earth than had previously been hypothesized.

D) astronomers have gradually become more and
more skilled in using TTY to calculate the
composition of planets.

Over the course of the passage, the main focus shifts 
from a 

A) summary of the results of several experiments to
a chronicle of the process used in one of those 
experiments. 

B) reflection regarding the traditional difficulties of
a scientific problem to a consideration of a new
technique rendering that problem obsolete.

C) description of an innovative procedure to an
account of some specific applications of that
procedure.

D) defense of a controversial scientific practice to a
demonstration of that practice's ultimate
usefulness.
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Based on the passage, which question are 
astronomers unable to answer unless they know a 
particular exoplanet's mass? 

A) How similar to Earth is that planet in its ratio of
rock to gas?

B) Was that planet formed at about the same time
that Earth was?

C) What is the size of the parent star that planet
orbits?

D) Does that planet orbit a parent star in
conjunction with a companion planet?

Which choice provides the best evidence for the 
answer to the previous question? 

A) Lines 5-9 ("The results ... stars")

B) Lines 15-17 ("To know ... mass")

C) Lines 31-34 ("If both . . . masses") 

D) Lines 70-72 ("They ... radius")

As used in line 17, "traditionally" most nearly means 

A) authentically.

B) properly.

C) historically.

D) conservatively.
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